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illiterate. None of them will go to people who
can’t find their way on a bus or a subway to
work. None of them will go to people who lit-
erally don’t have the self-confidence to be able
to look people dead in the eye and talk to them
and relate to them.

This country will never be what it ought to
be if there are people who are literally beyond
the message of Max DePree or Motorola or
Olmec Toys or all these other things. We have
got to realize, especially because so many of
them are children, that they are our responsibil-
ity, too.

And so I ask you today, whether you belong
in the category of folks who’ve criticized the
welfare system without really knowing anybody
on welfare, or whether you belong in a category
of folks who patronize people on welfare and
therefore undersold what they could become,
or whether, like most of us, you’ve probably

done a little bit of both in your life, they are
our people. They are a big part of our future.

The law now says that those who can work
have to work. And now that we, as a nation,
have put that requirement on them, we have
to make sure that those who have to work can
work. It is our highest responsibility. But we
should do it not with any spirit other than a
desire to further what we saw in every one
of these films today and to make sure every
American can be a part of the whole. And if
that happens, they will be better, but so will
we.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:42 p.m. at the
New York Public Library. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Jim Burke, chairman, and Norman Lear,
founder, Business Enterprise Trust; and journalist
Bill Moyers.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Second Africa Trade and
Development Report
February 18, 1997

Dear lllll:
I am pleased to submit the second of five

annual reports on the Administration’s Com-
prehensive Trade and Development Policy for
Africa as required by section 134 of the Uruguay
Round Agreements Act. Our policy seeks to ac-
celerate the pace of sustainable economic devel-
opment for the countries of Africa.

This Second Africa Trade and Development
Report reflects our conviction that economic de-
velopment in Sub-Saharan Africa will benefit
both Africans and Americans. Stronger econo-
mies will better enable African nations to ad-
dress a variety of complex problems that tran-
scend regional boundaries. In an increasingly
competitive global economy, the United States
cannot afford to neglect a vast region that con-
tains almost 10 percent of the world’s popu-
lation. Our efforts to help Africa develop will
also create more export opportunities for U.S.
goods and services and more jobs at home.
These efforts to strengthen African economies
will also reduce the cost in later years for large-
scale U.S. humanitarian aid and enhance local

and regional capacity to address transnational
problems that threaten regional stability.

Many African countries have made significant
progress in the struggle for development in re-
cent years. With assistance from the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund, more
than 30 Sub-Saharan African nations have insti-
tuted economic reform programs, and, since
1990, nearly as many have held elections.

Nevertheless, there is much more to be done.
The United States and other developed nations
must do our part to promote economic growth
and development in the region. Additionally, Af-
rican governments must recognize that the fail-
ure of many to open their markets to increased
international trade has inhibited regional eco-
nomic growth.

This second report summarizes the status of
ongoing programs discussed in last year’s African
trade and development report and introduces
several initiatives designed to spur investment,
development, and trade over the near to me-
dium term. These programs and initiatives seek
to achieve five basic objectives set forth in the
first report: trade liberalization and promotion,
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investment liberalization and promotion, devel-
opment of the private sector, infrastructure en-
hancement, and economic and democratic re-
forms implemented by many Sub-Saharan Afri-
can governments in recent years.

Working with the Congress, the U.S. private
sector, the countries of Africa, and our other
trading partners, the Administration looks for-
ward to developing additional initiatives to pro-
mote trade, investment, and development in Af-
rica.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking mem-
ber, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Wil-
liam V. Roth, Jr., chairman, and Daniel Patrick
Moynihan, ranking member, Senate Committee
on Finance; Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and
Lee H. Hamilton, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on International Relations; and Bill Archer,
chairman, and Charles B. Rangel, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on Ways and Means.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Dinner in
New York City
February 18, 1997

Thank you very much. First, let me thank
Shelby and Katherine for taking us in tonight.
I don’t want to be adopted, but this makes the
White House look like public housing. [Laugh-
ter] It is wonderful public housing. [Laughter]
I really do appreciate their taking us in, and
I thank all of you for coming.

And I thank Senator Leahy, Senator Biden,
as well as Senators Kerrey and Torricelli. I thank
you, Congressman Rangel, for being here. And
I don’t think—Senator Moynihan is not here
anymore; he was here earlier.

I thank the people who are here from New
York and New Jersey for the enormous victory
you gave to Al Gore and to me on election
day. It’s the first time I’ve had a chance to
say formally, thank you, here in this part of
the world. I am very grateful. I also want to
thank Bob Kerrey for agreeing to take on this
job again and for what he said.

This has been an eventful time for our coun-
try. We just celebrated an Inauguration. We just
had a very good State of the Union and response
to it. We are working with Members of Con-
gress in both parties on the right kind of bal-
anced budget agreement. I’m working on the
Middle East again and have some hope there.
We just had the American Airlines strike de-
ferred. And just a couple of days ago, our Trade
Ambassador, Charlene Barshefsky, concluded a
trade agreement that we believe will create a
million new high-wage American jobs in the next

decade. It is a good time for the country, and
we are moving in the right direction.

As I said at the State of the Union and I’d
like to say again, what we’re doing in a larger
sense is preparing our country for a new century
and a new millennium, and our goal ought to
be to give more people than ever before the
chance to live out their own dreams and to
live in harmony with their brothers and sisters
across racial and religious and ethnic lines and
to make this country once again the greatest
hope for freedom and peace and prosperity
throughout the next century. That’s the best
thing, I think, not only for us but for the rest
of the world.

And in order to do that, we need to under-
stand very clearly why we’re here today and
what happened. The economy is better because
we changed the economic policy of the country.
We don’t have trickle-down economics anymore;
we’ve got investment economics. We brought
the deficit down, expanded trade, invested in
our people and our technology, and we have
111⁄2 million jobs to show for it. We ought to
be glad of that and proud of it.

We went beyond rhetoric and tough talk in
crime and welfare reform. We had the biggest
drop in welfare rolls in history and 5 years of
dropping in crime. And people are actually be-
ginning to conceive that their streets might be
safe again. We put family and community not
at the center of our talk but at the center of
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